Surname 5

Student's Name
Professor's Name
Course
Date
 Introduction 
The essay seeks to review a classical novel entitled, The Prince authored by Niccolo` Machiavelli. The novel was translated and edited by Professor Peter Bondanella, who taught Italian and Comparative Literature at the University of Indiana. Machiavelli wrote the novel in 1513. The book is about the strategies that a wise ruler needs to follow to maintain the state's governance's solid leadership. He uses both the ancient and modern leaders to explain the pragmatic antics of successful rulers. One of his emphases is that a good state should have good laws and arms (Machiavelli 89). Oxford University Press published it in 1532 after the death of Machiavelli. Oxford has for over a century published many world literal classics amounting to over 700 titles. The press is a department of Oxford University with its headquarters at Great Clarendon Street in Oxford. The primary objective of Oxford Press is to further the university's aims in research, education, and scholarship. The book has 185 pages and is divided into 26 chapters. The novel is under the genre of the world's historical classics.  The novel is set during the renaissance period in Europe.
Niccolo Machiavelli was born in Santa Trinita in May 1469 to a low-income family. By the name Bernado, his father managed to provide Niccolo` with the necessary education, which empowered him to learn Latin, grammar, and rhetoric (Machiavelli 91). One of the interesting facts about the author is how he resisted torture when he was imprisoned on the suspicion that he was part of a planned conspiracy against the Medici. During his time in prison, Machiavelli was tortured to confess, but he remained adamant (Machiavelli 128). He was later released on 12th March 1514 due to the Medicean government amnesty, which proclaimed to celebrate Cardinal Giovanni de` Medici's elevation statue to Saint Peter's set as Leo X.  
I chose the novel because of its practical guide that can be used by both the new governments and business organizations on the best ways of leading. It also gives valid reasons as to why Italian princes used to lose their thrones.  Another feature that made me choose the Book is its simple prose with straightforward logic and palatable advice. 
Summary of the Novel
The Book is about Italy's political atmosphere of the past 500 years. The period was marked by intense activities in science, art, and literature. During this period, Italy was the epicenter of intellectual property in the Western world (Machiavelli 8). The period also marks the Catholic supremacy under the leadership of Pope Alexander VI. The pope administration was one of the most corrupt regime religious books have ever recorded.  The book is set when Duke of Milan and Ludovico Sforza invited the Forces of France in Italy to support the French's claims to the Naples Kingdom. Other main characters include Lorenzo de' Medici (the ruler of Florence), Ferdinand of Aragon, and Hannibal. The Italians hoped to conquer Venetian territory with the aid of the French forces.  The book explains the mechanisms of acquiring and maintaining political power. It explains the key principles of governments that have high princely leaders. The writings by Machiavelli aimed at pleasing Medici's family.  The book describes how to maintain composite principalities for solid governance, make alliances, and tackle internal insurrection (Machiavelli 6). It also highlights a religious conflict concerning the corrupt catholic regime that used to fleece the public. Other conflicts in the Book include the tension between the commoners and the nobles and class conflict. Machiavelli argues that "when every prince conquers and maintains the state, his methods will always be judged honorable and praised by all."
Characters' Details
The novel's main characters include; Lorenzo de` Medici (The ruler of Florence), Cesare Borgia (Pope Alexander the Fourth's illegitimate son), Alexander VI, and Ferdinand of Aragon. Niccolo` Machiavelli is both prince's protagonist and also the narrator of the novel. Other main characters include Leo X, Loius xii, Septimius Severus, Commodus, Hannibal, Ludovico Sforza, and Francesco Sforza. Machiavelli is the narrator and also a protagonist of the prince. After being released from prison in 1513, he wrote The Prince intending to offer advice on making Italy stable and free from intrusions. It aimed at enabling Lorenzo to unify Italy (Machiavelli 101). He also wrote to gain the favor of the Medici family that had accused him of conspiracy. Lorenzo de Medici ruled Florence between 1514 and 1519. He belonged to the powerful family of Medici. He was also a nephew of Pope Leo X. Lorenzo is called upon to end internal and external conflicts by first unifying Italy via strict rules and army. Another character, Alexander VI, was a pope and skilled politician who used his skills to expand the catholic territories via warfare and diplomacy. The pope's major conflicts include his corrupt papacy and the siring of illegitimate children (Machiavelli 69).  Machiavelli accuses Alexander of lavish spending and deceiving men. One of such children was Cesare Borgia. Alexander later died in 1503.  
Loius XII succeeded Charles VII of France. Through his campaigns, he succeeded in conquering Milan and Naples. Machiavelli accuses him of making a mistake by collaborating with Pope Alexander, leading to his allies' alienation and weakening himself. Leo X, a member of the Medici family, was in 1513 elected to be a pope. He accused of engaging in costly campaigns and relatives' appointment into political positions (Machiavelli 89). One of such appointments is Lorenzo de'Medici.

Plot Details
The novel is a practical guide for rulers on the best practices to maintain a stable government.  The book begins by being dedicated to Lorenzo de Medici, Florence's ruler (Machiavelli 79). The book is well organized, with each chapter tackling a major theme as they unfold towards resolution. The first two chapters describe the scope of the Book with its major argument in autocracy. The first chapter illustrates the princes and principalities, where it erects the general outline of the Book. The principalities are then built-in in chapter three, which describes the best practices of maintaining composite power. They include hereditary, mixed, new, and ecclesiastical principalities. Chapter three forms the peak of the Book by elucidating on warfare, popular goodwill, and power politics. Machiavelli offers practical advice from the fourth to the sixth chapter about tackling internal uprisings, acquiring new states, maintaining a strong army, and the pros and cons of the various routes to power. Chapter fifteen to twenty-three discusses the qualities of the prince. Machiavelli affirms that lofty deals lead to bad governance (Machiavelli 23). He recommends that a prince should be cruel and stingy. They need to undertake big projects and also avoid flatterers and choose wise advisors. The final part of the Book discusses disunity in Italy. The author highlights why many Italian rulers failed in their political careers by neglecting the author's military and political principles. Machiavelli states that Lorenzo de'Medici is the only ruler with the capacity to restore Italy's pride by freeing it from external domination.
Evaluation
The Book elicited both concrete leadership and immoral principles. Some of its major points include the explanation of the characters of a good prince. They include the need for a prince to undertake magnificent projects to cement their reputation.  The novel also considers the goodwill of the people to be more important rather than fortresses. Machiavelli advises princes to avoid making themselves to be hated by their subjects. Another important piece of advice concerns the end of a prince to have wise advisors around them. Another major point from the reading is about the church leaders' need to be truthful to God and avoid corrupt deals as practices by Pope Alexander (Machiavelli 41). Some of the weak explanations exhibited in the Book include the advice that a good prince needs to be cruel in his leadership. He should also be stingy and capable of breaking promises whenever they feel such promises would compromise their interests. Such tenets seem to catapult poor leadership and selfishness. It was easy to sustain interest while reading the Book because of its well-arranged chapters that unfold in sequence. The next chapter answers the questions posed in the previous chapter. This makes the reader continue reading to find answers to the created dilemma. I was emotionally disturbed based on how Pope Alexander engaged in activities that tarnished the Catholic Church instead of upholding a high spiritual value. The pope was much corrupt and also promiscuous. I learned from the novel that, just like Jihad, the Catholic Church also used warfare to expand its territory. I also learned the reason why some unruly leaders maintain their leadership for long despite their atrocities. They maintain cohesion in their militaries. 
Conclusion
The Book, The Prince by Machiavelli, is one of the most interesting classical literal works that I have ever read. It takes the ready back into the historical landscapes of the past five centuries. It scores highly in elucidating more about the ancient leadership in France, Italy, and Naples. Also, the Book helps paint the Catholic Church's ancient political influence and its corruption allegations. The Book explains why celibacy id's a difficult task to undertake by most of the papal class. I would recommend it to my classmates for it used a more palatable language and arranged in a simple chronological format that is easy to follow. It is a handy book for those who wish to learn more about Italy and its neighbors' ancient conquests.
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